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President & CEO 
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ere at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, 2022 
was truly an exciting time to be an Islander. 

With our largest incoming freshman class since 2018 
last fall, our Island has grown in size and in strength 
as new generations of students find their way to our 
shore. Working together with our unparalleled faculty, 
staff, and supporters, our students embrace new 
opportunities and challenges as they learn, succeed, 
and eventually cross the graduation stage.  

In the pages to follow, you will see examples of the 
innovative programs you support, the outstanding 
civic and academic work being done here on campus, 
and stories of outstanding Islanders — stories like 
that of Kayla, a first-generation student and nursing 
major who has dedicated her life to serving others. 
When Kayla is not completing rigorous coursework, 
she is volunteering at service events and donating her 
summers to volunteer at a children’s hospital. Students 
like Kayla are perfect examples of what it means to be 
an Islander, and they are the reason that partners and 
friends like you invest in our Island.  

Along with stories like Kayla’s, you will read about 
programmatic initiatives like our Izzy’s Food Pantry, 
which encapsulates what it means to be part of a 
community. Since its creation in 2017, the pantry has 
distributed nearly 87,000 no-cost meals to students. 
That number truly represents the strength of our 
community and our shared commitment to one 
another. The pantry has evolved into a beacon of 
support and comfort for many of our students, and 
your generosity is a driving force behind that evolution. 

As we venture forth into the new year with our new 
strategic plan, The Islander Impact 2030, I am so 
excited to see our strides and successes in 2023. 
Because of your support, we are leading the way in 
educating the next generation of change-makers for 
our community and beyond, and we want to thank you 
for that continued dedication.  

I am honored to present this year’s annual report, and 
I thank you for supporting the success of our Island 
community. Islanders Forever. 

Sincerely,

"Working together with our 
unparalleled faculty, staff, 

and supporters, our students 
embrace new opportunities 

and challenges as they learn, 
succeed, and eventually cross 

the graduation stage."

Dear Islanders,
H
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EXPENDITURES 
FY 2022

$55,295,995 
STATE APPROPRIATIONS - 

GENERAL REVENUE

$29,601,896  
BENEFITS

 $10,837,251
STATE APPROPRIATIONS - 

BENEFITS

$6,342,338
UTILITIES

 $36,176,222   
CONTRIBUTION FROM FUND 

BALANCE

$26,050,756   
DEBT SERVICE

$22,498,963    
SCHOLARSHIPS

$79,427,024
CONTRACTS & GRANTS                             

$74,035,395  
OPERATIONS & 
MAINTENANCE

 $7,333,440 
GIFTS                                            

 $16,771,078   
SALES & SERVICES                               

$5,936,211 
EQUIPMENT (CAPITALIZED)

 $814,306   
OTHER OPERATING INCOME                           

$36,034,655   
DEPRECIATION EXPENSE

$87,712,224  
TUITION & FEES                           

$11,478,824  
HIGHER EDUCATION FUND                            

UNIVERSITY FINANCIALS

$105,346,147 
SALARY & WAGES

FUND SOURCES 
FY 2022
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FOUNDATION PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Tim Stephens 
President 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi Foundation

s the president of the Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
Foundation, I have the privilege of serving the 

Islander community. Our Island University continues 
to make a vital impact on the lives of countless 
students thanks to the steadfast support of our 
founding members, past board members, donors, 
and community leaders. I am pleased to report 
that the foundation now manages $47 million in its 
endowment and provided $984,000 in scholarships 
to deserving students during the last school year.   

With these funds, the foundation makes strategic 
contributions to the development of the university 
by funding scholarships, chairs and professorships, 
scientific research, and improvements to classroom 
technology. By making these contributions to the 
Island University, we are in turn changing the face 
of the future of our community. We continue to 
celebrate the great achievements of our university 
while working together to better it.  

Under the leadership of Dr. Kelly M. Miller, President 
and CEO of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, we 
ensure every student’s success by removing financial 
obstacles and strengthening the partnership between 
the Coastal Bend and the university. The financial 
commitment the foundation makes ensures that the 
education and university experience provided to our 
students shine through their Islander Impact. Working 
alongside Dr. Miller and her team has shown me that 
the future of our community can be found at the 
heart of the Island, in its students.   

The Texas A&M-Corpus Christi Foundation sincerely 
thanks you for all you have done, are doing, and 
will continue to do for Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi, its students, and the entire Islander 
community. 

Sincerely,

"Our Island University continues 
to make a vital impact on the 

lives of countless students 
thanks to the steadfast support 
of our founding members, past 

board members, donors, and 
community leaders."

Dear Islanders, Supporters, and Friends,  
A
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$7,670,778
WITHOUT DONOR 

RESTRICTIONS

$1,738,824
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

$4,680 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

$72,013
PLEDGES RECEIVABLE - CURRENT

$44,192,810
WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS 

(SCHOLARSHIPS)

$4,211
PREPAID EXPENSES                             

$101,083
MINERAL INTERESTS

$808,869
REMAINDER INTERESTS IN TRUSTS

$1,906
OTHER ASSETS

$82,507
PLEDGES RECEIVABLE - 

NET OF CURRENT POSITION

$42,953
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE                               

2022 TAM-CC FOUNDATION FINANCIALS

2022 
CURRENT ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND 
NET ASSETS

OTHER ASSETS

NET ASSETS

$49,015,902
INVESTMENTS

$51,868,268
TOTAL ASSETS

$51,868,268
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 

NET ASSETS



8

FOUNDATION FYE TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 

$0

$10 million

$20 million

$30 million

$40 million

$50 million

2022

$51.8M

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Accounts Receivable 
Pledges Receivable - Current 
Investments 
Prepaid Expenses	 	

OTHER ASSETS
Mineral Interests
Remainder Interests
Other Assets
Total Other Assets

PLEDGES RECEIVABLE - NET OF CURRENT POSITION
 

TOTAL ASSETS

2021

  
$2,403,665 

$36,342 
$52,904 

$49,052,877 
$3,748

 
$221,851

$803,864
$1,833

$1,027,548

$54,161
 

$52,631,245

2022

  
$1,738,824 

$42,953 
$72,013 

$49,015,902 
$4,211

 
$101,083

$808,869
$1,906

$911,858

$82,507
 

$51,868,268

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions - Scholarships
Total Net Assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

 

 
$2,848

 
$7,937,098

$44,691,299
$52,628,397

$52,631,245

 

 
$4,680

$7,670,778
$44,192,810

$51,868,268

$51,868,268

STATEMENT OF FOUNDATION FINANCIAL POSITION
For the years ending March 31, 2021 and March 31, 2022

TAM-CC FOUNDATION FINANCIALS
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FOR KAYLA MAHLER ’23, Islander 
nursing major, service to others is the 
driving force that has led to success 
both in the classroom as a dean’s list 
recipient and outside of the classroom 
as a mentor and volunteer.

“Serving those in need not only 
helps those in the community, but 
it reminds me personally to stay 
humble,” Mahler said. “Because of the 
struggles I faced when I was younger, 
I’m reminded how the simplest of 
gestures, like a blanket on a cold day 
or a voice of reassurance can change 
someone’s outlook.”

Mahler, a San Antonio native and first-
generation college student, said her 
parents worked tirelessly to provide 
the best life for her and her older 
sister, but they still faced numerous 
hurdles including lack of access to 
health care and financial difficulties. 
Despite having never attended college 
themselves, Mahler’s parents always 
reinforced the importance of higher 
education and its ability to open 
doors for opportunity. 

“My parents made me the person I 
am,” said Mahler. “Knowing I’m living 
their dream and creating a future 
they always wanted me to have 
motivates me to do my best. No 
matter what happens in my life, they 
are a continuous beacon of support, 
and I am grateful to have them in 
my corner.”

Mahler was inspired to become a 
nurse so that she could advocate for 
those in need. She said she selected 
the program at TAMU-CC after a 
tour of campus and meet-and-greet 
with the nursing faculty who would 
eventually become an integral part of 
her new support system.

“Serving those in need 
not only helps those in 
the community, but it 
reminds me personally 
to stay humble.”

“My faculty have continuously helped 
me overcome hurdles, whether 
they be academic or personal,” she 
said. “They push me to be the best 
student I can be and have played 
an instrumental role throughout my 
nursing school journey.” 

A typical day for Mahler includes 
a rigorous class schedule, clinical 
rotations, and several hours of 
studying. She is also employed on 
campus as the service director for 
the Student Volunteer Connection 
(SVC). Since taking on the role, Mahler 
has organized more than 75 service 
events, including collecting blankets 
and organizing hygiene kits for local 
nonprofit organizations that support 
the homeless population.  

“The homeless shelters in this 
community hold a special place in 
my heart as I’ve known many of my 
family and friends who have faced the 
same struggles,” Mahler said. “As a 
child, there wasn’t much I could do to 
help, but now there’s nothing that can 
stand in my way from trying to make 
someone’s life better.”

Mahler has also participated in 
numerous service events including 
The BIG Event, We Scare Hunger, 
Strides Against Breast Cancer, 
and Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week. Additionally, she 
is a member of the Islander Cultural 
Alliance, Islander Peer Educators, and 
Women in Healthcare organization. 
She also donates her summers as a 
volunteer at The Children’s Hospital of 
San Antonio. 

According to Mahler, it is through 
acts of service that she is best able to 
make her Islander Impact. 

“As a member of the Islander Peer 
Educators, we organize events that 
check in with students and their 
mental health,” Mahler said. “It was 
during one of these events that I 
encountered a student who told 
me they were struggling with their 
emotions, and I was able to help refer 
them to counseling services. They let 
me know that the simple act of me 
listening to them was a great help in 
itself. I felt honored to help make a 
difference in someone’s life.” 

Mahler says her volunteerism is part 
of a bigger dream of one day opening 
her own nonprofit medical clinic. The 
clinic, she said, would offer low-to-
no-cost medical services for families 
in need. 

“Growing up, we had health insurance, 
but it was still so costly to go to the 
doctor,” Mahler said. “I remember 
those days now when I’m out in the 
community serving the homeless 
population or those in low-income 
areas. No one should ever be denied 
the best care possible because they 
can’t afford it. It’s my dream to make 
sure that’s the case.”  

Through it all, Mahler has maintained 
at 3.8 GPA, which has earned her a 
spot on the dean’s list every semester 
since fall 2020. Mahler has also 

Meet Kayla Mahler
ISLANDER STUDENT OF SERVICE

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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received financial support from the 
university, including the Mary Hill 
Peer Educator Endowed Scholarship 
and the MaryJane Hamilton Founding 
Dean’s Endowed Scholarship 
in Nursing.

“The scholarships I’ve received 
help me to maintain my focus on 
school and my passion for giving 

back, while also eliminating the 
burden of financial stress from my 
parents,” Mahler said. “Because of 
the opportunities university donors 
have given me, I’m able to make 
opportunities possible for others and 
pay their generosity forward.”

Mahler offers advice for future 
Islanders like herself looking to  

make a difference. 

“When you’re a first-generation 
college student like me, it can be 
overwhelming, but there’s joy to be 
found in unexpected places,” Mahler 
said. “Jump out of your box, leave 
your comfort zone, and help others. 
You won’t regret it.” •
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NEW ENDOWMENTS

Bette Williams Endowed Scholarship  
in Accounting

Dr. Bunny Forgione Honorary Endowed 
Scholarship in Nursing

Dr. Don P. Trahan, Jr. Endowed  
Scholarship Fund

Dr. Donald E. Joyner and Dr. Betty C. 
Joyner Endowed Scholarship Fund

Dr. Sam Logsdon Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship in Music Fund

Eleanor E. Rambin and the Eshleman 
Family Endowed Scholarship Fund

Joe A. Gonzalez (JAG) Education is Our 
Freedom GED/High School College 

Endowed Scholarship Award

Paul and Linda Orser Scholarship 
Endowment

Philip Johnson Endowed Scholarship  
in Technical Theatre

Tom Gates Endowed Scholarship  
in Business

2022
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Scholarship endowments that have reached a market 
value of $50,000 or more are inducted into the 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Endowed Scholarship 
Council and recognized at various levels.  

Below are new inductees for 2022.

PLATINUM WAVE 
$500,000 or more

Morris L. Lichtenstein, Jr.  
Endowed Scholarship

GOLD WAVE
$250,000-$499,999 

H.E.Butt Grocery Company 
Endowed Scholarship in 
Engineering

The Guy A. Richhart, Jr.  
Endowed Scholarship

SILVER WAVE
$150,000-$249,999

Behmann Brothers Foundation  
Endowed Scholarship

Islander Forever 
Endowed Scholarship

GREEN WAVE
$100,000-$149,999

George and Tiny Hawn Endowed  
Scholarship in Education

Texas Pioneer Foundation  
Endowed Scholarship

BLUE WAVE
$50,000-$99,999 

ArcelorMittal Texas HBI Endowed 
Scholarship for Residents of San 
Patricio County

Joe A. Gonzalez ( JAG) Education 
is Our Freedom GED/High School 
College Endowed Scholarship 
Award

Paul and Linda Orser Scholarship 
Endowment

Train Family Endowed Scholarship 
for International Business

ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP COUNCIL

 $1,092,675 
AMOUNT AWARDED IN 

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

$

217
NUMBER OF ENDOWED 

SCHOLARSHIPS
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FOR DR. DON TRAHAN JR. ’08, ’10, 
the plan to open doors for others 
was first conceived while he was still 
an undergraduate student studying 
psychology at the Island University. 
Originally from North Texas, Trahan 
found a second home at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi and was 
an active member of many campus 
organizations. He said the foundation 
of his success is due to his time at the 
Island University, which prepared him 
as he continued his education and 
career across the United States.

“This institution saved my life,” Trahan 
said. “When I say that, I genuinely 
mean that I would not be the scholar, 
the practitioner, or the businessman I 
am today, if I had not attended Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi.” 

To share his success with Islander 
students and give thanks to the 
institution that helped him launch 
his career, he recently established 
the Dr. Don P. Trahan, Jr. Endowed 
Scholarship through the Texas A&M- 
Corpus Christi Foundation to support 
students who self-identify with at 
least one marginalized group.

“For me, there’s nothing more 
rewarding than to pay it forward. I 
think it’s important to look at it as 
what we are able to do to change 
the lives of generations to come,” 
Trahan said.  

Trahan, a rising star in the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion sphere, holds 
many titles including certified 
diversity executive, licensed 
professional counselor, national 
certified counselor, approved clinical 
supervisor, associate professor at the 
University of Southern California, and 
international consultant. His research 

adheres to eliminating historical, 
systematic, and strategic barriers 
that disenfranchise marginalized 
communities. He also serves as a 
member of the Islander Alumni 
Association Board of Directors. He 
received the Young Alumnus Award 
at the Islander Homecoming Honors 
Banquet in 2022.

“I’ve been blessed to be in a position 
to give back and I didn’t think I 
needed to wait for a designated time, 
for example, when I retire,” Trahan 
said. “Establishing a scholarship 
(though the TAM-CC Foundation) 
while I am still young ensures that 
I have the opportunity to witness 
the fruits of my labor open doors 
for others.” 

Elise Hinojosa ’23, a history major who 
is a member of both the TAMU-CC 
Islander Cultural Alliance and the 
Islander Spectrum of Sexuality 
and Gender, said she is inspired by 
Trahan’s generosity. 

“I find it admirable when young 
people who find themselves in 
positions of privilege use their 
power to help others,” Hinojosa said. 
“Hearing of Dr. Trahan’s contributions 
makes me want to work even harder 
so I can give and do more for 
those in need.”    

Hinojosa said that students from 
marginalized communities often 
face additional hurdles compared to 
their peers. 

“Any aid, especially a scholarship like 
the one established by Dr. Trahan, is 
greatly appreciated,” Hinojosa said. 

Trahan recently attended the 
TAMU-CC Endowed Scholarship 

Banquet where he was able to 
connect with students.

“Sometimes when students hear 
my biography and see all the 
things I’m doing, it can be a little 
bit intimidating, but I try to be 
transparent with them. I went to 
school on the same campus, in the 
same buildings they did. I hung out 
in the University Center, just like they 
did,” Trahan said. “I know what it’s like 
to be an Islander. Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi gives students the tools 
they need to not only navigate in 
this space, but to flourish out in the 
business world.” 

Trahan anticipates that his 
endowed scholarship will not just 
assist students from marginalized 
backgrounds achieve their academic 
objectives, but will also create 
great benefit to the companies and 
corporations that eventually hire 
these students. •

Funding the Future
ALUMNUS ESTABLISHES NEW ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP  
FOR MARGINALIZED STUDENTS

There are several ways to support 
student scholarship opportunities at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. 
To learn more, visit give.tamucc.edu.   

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
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“I’ve been blessed to 
be in a position to 
give back and I didn’t 
think I needed to 
wait for a designated 
time, for example, 
when I retire.” 
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TAMU-CC 
by the numbers*  

*Using data from FY21 (Sept. 1, 2021 - Aug. 31, 2022)

$711 M

MORE THAN $130 M

46 150+

$1.04 B

17:1

$66.1 M

32 07

IN TOTAL ECONOMIC BENEFIT 
TO THE COASTAL BEND 

GENERATED ANNUALLY BY 
THE UNIVERSITY 

IN SCHOLARSHIPS & AID AWARDED ANNUALLY

BACHELOR'S 
DEGREES

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS

MASTER'S 
DEGREES

DOCTORAL 
DEGREES

CONTRIBUTED BY THE 
UNIVERSITY IN ADDITIONAL 

LIFETIME EARNINGS OF 
COASTAL BEND RESIDENTS

STUDENT-TO-
FACULTY RATIO

ADDED TO THE 
COASTAL BEND REGION 

FOR EVERY 1,000  
ISLANDER STUDENTS

$
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$1.9 M+
IN TOTAL UNIVERSITY 

SUPPORT IN FY22  
including scholarships, 

professorships, chairs, and other 
program funding

INNER CIRCLE
OF EXCELLENCE

GOLD INNER CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE SOCIETY
Gifts of $500,000 - $999,999 

Valero Energy Corporation

SILVER INNER CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE SOCIETY
Gifts of $250,000 - $449,999 

Guy A. Richhart, Jr. Testamentary 
Trust/Estate of Guy A. Richhart, Jr. 

Regent Jay C. Graham and April 
Graham

BRONZE INNER CIRCLE 
OF EXCELLENCE 
SOCIETY
Gifts of $100,000 - $249,999 

ArcelorMittal

The Susser Family

Still Water Foundation

HERITAGE SOCIETY
Estate and Life Income Gifts 

Gary W. Cotter and Sharon  
Gregory Colucci

The Honor Wall of Recognition, located in the University 
Center's Legacy Hall, showcases the university's most 

generous donors and reflects cumulative giving.  
It affords visual recognition of these most inspired  

donors with gold plaques in their likeness. 
Below are new inductees for 2022.

$
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STEM EDUCATION IN THE COASTAL  
Bend has received a significant boost 
thanks to generous grants of over 
$100,000 from the CITGO STEM 
Talent Pipeline Grants Program. The 
Hands-on Approach to High School 
Physics Curriculum grant, now in its 
second year, gives area high school 
teachers access to and guidance from 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
physics professors to help revise the 
high school curriculum. It also funds 
new physics equipment to improve 
physics experiments.

Dr. Barbara Szczerbinska, TAMU-CC 
Physics Professor and Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs in the College 
of Science, is the lead on the grant. 
She was compelled to write the grant 
after discovering that the shortage of 
qualified teachers across Texas and 
the nation meant less than half of 
high school physics teachers have a 
major or minor in physics or physics 
education. In addition, nearly 25% of 
high school physics teachers have 
taken no physics course beyond 
introductory physics. 

“Area physics teachers often 
struggle to prepare their students 

for post-secondary education due 
to inadequate lab resources, gaps in 
knowledge of physics content and 
methodology, and an overall lack of 
a support system from the broader 
physics community,” Szczerbinska 
said. “Thanks to support from CITGO, 
we are making strides to improve 
the quality of physics education here 
in the Coastal Bend and providing 
students with access to hands-on 
activities.”

In its first year, the grant supported 
20 high school physics teachers 
across five local independent school 
districts, including Corpus Christi, 
Tuloso-Midway, West Oso, Calallen, 
and London. According to Marie 
Kimbrough ’96, ’99, a physics teacher 
at Carroll High School in CCISD, the 
program had a tremendous impact on 
her teaching approach.

“My time with TAMU-CC faculty over 
this past fall semester provided me 
with timely and targeted professional 
development opportunities,” 
Kimbrough said. “I am grateful for 
the support provided by CITGO and 
TAMU-CC. The relationships built 
between our organizations and 
the training geared directly toward 
our curriculum have given me the 
confidence to try new things in the 
classroom.”

With the success of the first grant and 
the outpouring of positive feedback, 
CITGO Petroleum Corporation is 
funding a second physics education 
grant scheduled to run through 
September 2023. In its second year, 
the TAMU-CC team will recruit at least 
10 more high school teachers into the 
program and will provide additional 
classroom equipment and training. 

“A key objective of our STEM Talent 
Pipeline is supporting programs 

CITGO Partnership
FUELS PHYSICS IN THE COASTAL BEND

to increase student interest in 
STEM education and careers,” said 
Dennis Willing, Vice President and 
General Manager of CITGO Corpus 
Christi Refinery. “By investing in this 
TAMU-CC initiative to elevate the 
training of physics teachers and the 
curriculum of students, we hope it 
will open the pathway to this STEM-
related field to a growing number of 
local students.”

Dr. Jeffery Spirko, TAMU-CC 
Professional Assistant Professor and 
Physics Program Coordinator, and 
Galina Reid, TAMU-CC Instructor of 
Physics and Physical Science, work 
directly with area teachers to facilitate 
physics education. The latest grant 
also supports funding for two Islander 
physics students to help support local 
teachers. Activities include curriculum 
assessment, optimization of current 
classroom equipment, development 
of new and affordable physics 
demonstrations, teacher workshops, 
and more. 

“Physics is a science of applications, 
with hands-on experiments being a 
crucial experience for students,” Reid 
said. “CITGO is putting their money in 
the school districts, where it is needed 
most and the response from teachers 
and students has been entirely 
positive. It is great to see this much 
enthusiasm for teaching physics.” •

“The relationships 
built between our 
organizations and 
the training geared 
directly toward our 
curriculum have given 
me the confidence to 
try new things in the 
classroom.” 

CORPORATE  SPOTLIGHT
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OPPOSITE: Dr. Jeffery Spirko, TAMU-CC 
Professional Assistant Professor, and Carroll High 
School Physics Teacher Marie Kimbrough ’96, ’99.

BELOW: Kimbrough working with her students  
at Carroll High School. 
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HARTE RESEARCH INSTITUTE TEAMS UP ON

Bringing Baffin Back
INITIATIVE

OFTEN THOUGHT OF AS THE JEWEL OF THE TEXAS COAST,  
Baffin Bay has long supported world-class fishing and remains a key habitat 
for multiple sportfish species. Over the last three to four decades, however, 
researchers, anglers, fishing guides, and landowners nearby have noticed a 

sharp decline in water quality that threatens the health of the bay.
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In 2013, Dr. Michael Wetz, Endowed 
Chair for Coastal Ecosystem Processes 
at the Harte Research Institute for Gulf 
of Mexico Studies (HRI) at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi, responded 
to concerns about the bay’s health by 
enlisting 18 citizen scientists to study 
the water quality problems in Baffin 
Bay. A citizen scientist is defined 
as a member of the public who 
volunteers to help conduct scientific 
research. This team discovered Baffin 
Bay is being subjected to excessive 
nutrient pollution that triggers algal 
blooms and other symptoms of water 
quality deterioration, and recent 
source tracking studies by partners 
at TAMU-CC have shown that much 
of the pollution comes from human 
sources such as failing wastewater 
treatment plants, fertilizer runoff, and 
poorly maintained septic tanks. 

In 2018, with information in hand 
from the study, HRI partnered with 
the Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries 
Program (CBBEP) to form the Baffin 
Bay Stakeholder Group to engage 
potential partners and develop 
solutions to the challenges impacting 
the bay. Born out of the early 
successes of the stakeholder group 
and enthusiasm from the public, HRI 
and CBBEP launched Bringing Baffin 
Back in 2022. Bringing Baffin Back 
applies a whole ecosystem approach 
to address the challenges facing 
Baffin Bay. 

“We’re thinking holistically with 
Bringing Baffin Back,” Wetz 
said. “We’re addressing sewage 
treatment infrastructure, working 
with landowners to implement land 
management practices that improve 
water quality, restoring previously 
lost habitats in the bay, educating 
the public on the connection 
between land and water, and finding 
opportunities to foster the interest of 
school-aged kids who will be the next 
generation of stewards.” 

In addition to dramatically improving 
the health of the bay, the group 
hopes that Bringing Baffin Back 
will stimulate the surrounding 
economy by supporting infrastructure 
improvements, enhancing outdoor 
recreational opportunities, and 

will also provide education and 
training opportunities for TAMU-CC 
undergraduate and graduate students, 
along with early career scientists. 
The success of Bringing Baffin Back 
depends on the high-quality 
research that is being conducted by 
researchers and students at HRI and 
partner institutes, and on the strength 
of external partnerships.

Recently, Bringing Baffin Back was 
selected as a 2022 Conservation 
Wrangler by Texan by Nature which 
catalyzes the very best conservation 
projects occurring in the state. 
Selected projects are science-
based and demonstrate a positive 
“Return on Conservation” for people, 
prosperity, and natural resources. 

“Bringing Baffin Back is a 
commitment to bring the resources 
and expertise to address pollution 
sources around the bay so that we 

$3.89M
GIFTED TO HRI 

IN 2022

can ultimately bring the bay back 
to good health again,” Wetz said. “It 
will take time and money, but being 
selected as a Conservation Wrangler 
will definitely accelerate our efforts 
and I am confident that we will have 
a positive impact on Baffin Bay and 
the community.” •

$
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"I am a Senior Mechanical Engineering  
Technology major. After graduation, I plan to 
continue my education and earn a Master's 
in Business Administration. Your support has 
lightened my financial burden and allows me 
to focus more on the most important aspect 
of school — learning. I am the first person in 
my family to go to college and I look forward 
to graduating and making my parents proud. 
Thanks to your support, I am one step closer to 
achieving my goal."  

REUBEN YINTERESIE '23 
Mechanical Engineering Technology

"I chose my major based on my pure 
dedication and yearning to see students thrive 
and to have a positive impact on students like 
past teachers have had on me. My schooling at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi has not 
only prepared me in the sense of education, 
but has strengthened my excitement to use 
what I have learned on the Island in my own 
classroom. I am so grateful and honored by 
your support as I move one step closer to my 
future career in education."  

TAYLOR HUGDAHL '23 
Interdisciplinary Studies

1,671
TOTAL NUMBER OF 
DONORS IN 2022

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF GIFTS
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SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2017,  
Izzy’s Food Pantry at Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi has provided 
nearly 90,000 no-cost meals to 
Islander students. What started as a 
100-square-foot pantry stocked with 
donations from faculty and staff has 
since tripled in size. Students can 
also now receive 15 items per week, 
up from 10. Additionally, the pantry 
hosts monthly grocery giveaways 
featuring fresh produce, breads, and 
sweet treats.  

All eligible Islander students are 
allowed to visit the pantry weekly 
to supplement their shelves with 
nutritious food and other goods. 
Recent studies have shown that as 
many as 30% of college students 
across the nation struggle with food 
insecurity, which is defined by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture as a lack of 
consistent access to enough food to 
live an active, healthy lifestyle. 

Alyssa Hinojosa ’23, a communication 
studies major from San Antonio, lives 
on campus and doesn’t have a car. 
She said she visits Izzy’s Food Pantry 
at least once a month.  

“Groceries are super expensive right 
now and the food pantry has really 
assisted me when I haven’t been able 
to get to the grocery store,” Hinojosa 
said. “Even though I have a meal plan 
at the Islander Dining Hall, it’s nice to 
be able to plan your own meals based 
on food you choose. The food pantry 
offers a wide variety of food with lots 
of healthy choices.” 

New this academic year is the pantry’s 
SNAP-application assistant program. 
Thanks to a continued partnership 
with the Coastal Bend Food Bank, 
SNAP, the state’s Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, 
regularly invites a caseworker to 
campus to assist eligible students 
with intake paperwork, saving them a 
trip down to the local SNAP office. 

“Our vision for Izzy’s Food Pantry is 
to grow the program into numerous 
resources beyond a food pantry or a 
monthly food giveaway,” said Joseph 
Hayen ‘24, TAMU-CC Associate Dean 
of Students. “We want Izzy’s Food 
Pantry to meet our students’ needs, 
wherever they are, and whatever they 
might need.” 

In addition, the Dean of Students 
office plans to beta test a new 
program that would send a text 
message to pantry users when a 
campus event ends with surplus 
food. An initiative that has seen great 
success is the Hot Meal Program, 
where dining dollars are added 
directly to a student’s SandDollar$ ID 
card so they can purchase food from 
one of many campus food options, 
including the Islander Dining Hall.  

Izzy's Food Pantry
GIVES BACK THANKS TO COMMUNITY SUPPORT

“When a student comes to our Dean 
of Students office in need—say they 
just experienced a death in the family, 
lost their job, or one of many other 
unforeseen circumstances, they don’t 
always think of how a few hot meals 
can help them,” Hayen said. “But 
if they can get a small break with 
a couple of free lunches, it makes 
their immediate crisis seem more 
manageable.” 

The pantry has strong community 
support from the Coastal Bend 
Food Bank, along with corporate 
sponsorship by H-E-B. Support for 
Izzy’s Food Pantry is also provided 
by grants from the Coastal Bend 
Community Foundation. 

“The help we receive goes a long way 
to ensure that our students are having 
the most basic of needs met,” said 
Dr. Lisa O. Perez ’94, ’16, TAMU-CC 
Assistant Vice President of Student 
Support and Dean of Students. “We 
know there are students that need 
this service for a multitude of reasons, 
and I’m so proud that we have created 
this judgment-free space for our 
Islanders.” •

“We want Izzy's Food 
Pantry to meet our 
students' needs, 
wherever they are, 
and whatever they 
might need.”

For information about Izzy’s Food 
Pantry or to learn how you can help 
students fight food insecurity, visit 
tamucc.edu/food-pantry or call 
361.825.FOOD (3663). 

PROGRAM  SPOTLIGHT
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87492

$32,229

NUMBER OF 
DONORSTOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS TO 

IZZY'S FOOD PANTRY

AMOUNT GIFTED TO 
IZZY'S FOOD PANTRY

$

*All donations gifted in FY22

ABOVE: Alissa Hinojosa '23, a communication studies 
major from San Antonio, appreciates the variety of 
healthy options offered by Izzy's Food Pantry.



Numbers tell a story. Our numbers show that our Islander family 
is steadily growing. But our most important number is one.  

One Island. One family.

ISLANDER FOREVER
ALUMNI BOARD & CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

President
Dr. Haysam Dawod '85

President Elect
Kimberly Cook '94

Past President
Dr. Margaret "Peggy" Lara '98, '01, '12

Vice President
Dr. Ralph Silva '85, '90, '08

Treasurer
Rudy Moreno '89, '98

Secretary
Tina Ybarra '98, '01
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Alvin James '05
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Catherine Lutz '95, '96
Ellen Kaye Nelson '65
Susan Teltschik '89
Richard "Dick" Tracy '71
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CHAPTER 
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San Antonio
Lora Ayala '10
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Sarah Crowe '11
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Sarah Finley '11
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ATHLETIC HALL OF 
HONOR INDUCTEES

Islanders Men's Basketball 
John Jordan '15 

2009 Islanders Men's Tennis Team 
Jan Cingel '08, '09; Jaume Farras '09;  
James Langford '11; Andrew Maingot '13; 
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Mike Pavlov '09; Jose Zunino '09, '12

Coached by head coach Steve Moore and 
assistant coaches Jason Holland '03 and 
Goncalo Figueiredo '06, '12

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 
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Distinguished Alumnus 
Garret Frazier '04

Outstanding Alumnus 
Mark Scott '91

Young Alumnus 
Dr. Don Trahan, Jr. '08, '10

2022 ALUMNI 
AWARDS

26
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"As I reflect on how my time at the Island University, or 
Corpus Christi State University, affected my life and 
prepared me for career success, I credit a few factors 
unique to the learning environment provided by a 
smaller university. For me, it was valuable to have a 
strong support structure and the small class sizes made 
connecting with my instructors and professors easy. 
In addition to the learning environment, I know that 
the social connections I made also contributed to my 
success as a student. I joined the professional business 
fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi, and I cultivated meaningful 
and lifelong friendships that would inspire me to make 
the most of my education; teach me to be curious and 
solution-oriented; and most importantly, give me the 
confidence I needed to establish challenging life and 
career goals. I’ve said it before, and I am proof, that the 
Island University changes lives." 

SUZELLE TINNELL '89 
Corpus Christi State University, Finance

$489,023
AMOUNT RAISED BY 

ALUMNI DONORS

56,293

411

ALUMNI COUNT

NUMBER OF FIRST-TIME 
DONORS

"We are shaped forever from our time on 
the Island. I know that wherever my career 
goes, my network and my knowledge follow 
me. Everything that is in our Islander Pledge 
is steadfast, but the most important part is 
to remember the final words: 'With these 
values held true, WE ARE ISLANDERS!' We are 
Islanders Forever, and every day I believe it 
more and more."  

FRANK GARCIA, JR.  '17 
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre with Dance Certificate
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PRIDE
POINTS OF

The mission of Islanders Athletics is to bring distinction  
to the university by winning conference championships and 

competing successfully on the national stage, contribute 
to a vibrant campus culture, and develop successful 
student-athlete graduates who will excel as leaders  

in their communities. 
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917

$805,804

$137,510

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  
TO ISLANDERS ATHLETICS

AMOUNT GIFTED TO 
ISLANDERS ATHLETICS

AMOUNT GIFTED TO THE 
ISLANDER ATHLETIC FUND

$

$

$

$

3.0+ GPA

2,778 HOURS

ONLY DIVISION I

FOR STUDENT ATHLETES FOR  
16 STRAIGHT SEMESTERS

OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 
SERVED IN FY22

ATHLETICS PROGRAM 
WITHIN 150 MILES 
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435
TOTAL NUMBER 
OF ISLANDERS 

ATHLETICS DONORS 
IN 2022

46

60

90

219

10

ALUMNI

FACULTY/STAFF

CORPORATE/
FOUNDATION

FRIENDS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY

FORMER 
FACULTY/STAFF



"Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi has 
honestly made me who I am today. It taught me 
so many life lessons but also how to be resilient, 
hardworking, and dedicated to everything that 
comes my way. My scholarship means everything 
to me. It is such a blessing to be able to receive 
the highest form of education all while playing the 
sport I love, basketball. Without my scholarship, 
getting a degree at a top university would be out 
of the question."  

MAKINNA SERRATA '26 
Kinesiology/Women's Basketball
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ISLANDERS WIN 
SEVEN CONFERENCE 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

VOLLEYBALL REGULAR SEASON

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT (BACK-TO-BACK) 

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

MEN’S TENNIS REGULAR SEASON

WOMEN’S TENNIS TOURNAMENT (BACK-TO-BACK)

BEACH VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT (FIRST EVER TRIP TO THE NCAA) 

A New Record!
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HONOR ROLL
DONOR

Thank you for your continued support to the Island University. 
With your support, Islanders succeed. 
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DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Wyona Simone

Dr. Diana Sipes and Dr. Dan Sipes

Haley Skeans

Philip Skrobarczyk and Jennifer 
Skrobarczyk

William Slinkard and Virginia Slinkard

Charles Smith and Beverly Botchlet-Smith

Erin Smith and Dr. Jayson Smith

Dr. Kellie Smith and Andrew Smith

Dr. Lawrence Smith and Dr. Katherine 
Smith

Mandi Smith and Brian Smith

Dr. Priscilla Smith and Christopher Smith

Erik Smith

Marty Smith

Mary Smithey and Jackie Smithey

Kimberly Smoots

Jennifer Sneed

Joshua Sneed

Lisa Snell

Jennifer Solis

John Soltis and Callie Soltis

Kyle Soltis

Shadrack Songok

Tonya Sosebee and Jack Sosebee

Jazmin Sotelo

Amalio Soto and Corina Soto

Anamay Soto

South Texas Academic Rising Scholars

South Texas Institute for the Arts

Derick Soza

Dr. Frank Spaniol

Dr. Patricia Spaniol-Mathews

SpawGlass

Sandra Speed and Frank Stafford

Bill Spencer

Trent Spofford

Richard Stagg

Teresa Staggs

Gayle Stammer

Lexi Stanfield

Brittin Stange

Dr. Michael Starek, Ph.D.

Elena Starks

State Farm Companies Foundation 
Matching Gift Program

Mark Steen and Terrie Steen

Devon Steffan

Roy Stegall

Kirk Stelling

Stephen C. Green Corp

Ted Stephens and Hazel Stephens

Tim Stephens and Holly Stephens

Joni Stephens

Stephens Mechanical Corporation

Stetson Family Fund/Fidelity Charitable

Steve Reyes Paint & Body

Steven & Susanne Leininger Charitable 
Fund/Schwab Charitable

Joni Stewart

Still Water Foundation

Kimberly Stockseth and Steven Stockseth

Sandra Stokes and Dee Stokes

DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Martha Stone

Edward Stone

Celika Storm

Shante Strait

Kim Strickler and David Strickler

Catherine Stryker and Richard Stryker, Jr.

Randall Stuart

Debra Sublett

Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration

Dr. Nilsa Sullivan and Homer Sullivan

Dr. Nancy Sullivan

Summerlee Foundation

Neal Sundeen, P.C.

Jerry Susser and Elizabeth Susser

Susser Family Foundation

Susser Family Limited Partnership

Susser Holdings ll

Gail Sutton and James Sutton

Vicki Swafford and Mark Swafford

Timothy Swaty and Ruth Swaty

Glenda Swierc and Gerald Swierc

Gloria Sykora and Gary Sykora

Christy Sylvester

T
Stephen Tagliabue and Jenny Tagliabue

TAM-CC Foundation

Daryl Tanner and George Tanner

Angelina Tapia

Terry Tatum

James Taussig

Aurelien Tave and Elizabeth Tave

Cheryl Taylor and George Taylor

Darrell Taylor and Dorothy Taylor

Neill Taylor and Nancy Taylor

Shawn Taylor and Kassie Taylor

Dr. Maria Tejeda-Delgado

Susan Teltschik and Robert Teltschik

Esmeralda Teran

Sommer Terry

Texas Alpha Epsilon Chapter of Alpha 
Delta Kappa

Texas Jazz Festival Society

Texas Pioneer Foundation

Dr. Brian Thacker and Dr. Hope Thacker

The American Online Giving Foundation/
Benevity

The Coca-Cola Foundation, Inc.

The Corpus Christi Downtown 
Management District

The Orthopaedic Center of Corpus Christi

Dr. Alexandra Theodossiou

Trent Thigpen

Timothy Thomas and Ann Lang-Thomas

Barbara Thomas

David Thomas

Charles Thomasson and Willa Thomasson

Margaret Thompson and Darrell 
Thompson

Dr. Robert Thompson

Casey Thornton

Dr. Mary Thornton

Leslie Thorp and Tim Thorp

Rosemarie Tiemann

Rebecca Tijerina

Dr. Glenn Tiller

Suzelle Tinnell and Dr. William Tinnell

Dr. Philippe Tissot

Tocker Foundation

Paulina Tomlinson

Sarah Tompkins

Jeremy Tooley

Rebecca Torres and Joe Torres

Dr. Dalia Torres

Jessica Torres

Mary Tovar

Richard Tracy

Dr. Don Trahan, Jr., Ph.D.

Lee Train and Rona Train

Frank Trevino III

Luke Tschritter

Kevin Tuerff

Sarah Tuley

Dr. Joe Tullis, MD and Karen Tullis

Lieutenant Colonel Tom Tullo and Mary 
Tullo

Tommy Tullo

Dr. James Tunnell and Geraldine Tunnell

Cindy Turner and Evan Turner

Cynthia Turner and Ted Turner

Chris Turner

Turner|Ramirez Architects

U
Ryan Ubias

Dr. Dugan Um

United Corpus Christi Chamber of 
Commerce

Eugene Urban, Jr. P.E. and Ymelda Urban

Jenny Urban and David Urban

Karen Urban and Larry Urban

Urban Engineering

Gary Urbanski

Victoria Uresti

USS Lexington

V
Dr. Corinne Valadez

Anna Lisa Valderrama and Noel 
Valderrama

Elizabeth Valdez

Valero Energy Corporation

Collin Valis

Laurence Valls and Tiffany Valls

Dr. Dixie Van Eynde and Dr. Donald Van 
Eynde

Courtney Van Winkle

Kristina Vannoy and Zachary Vannoy

Pamela Vargas

Jose Vasquez III

George Vaughan and Claire Vaughan

Kathryn Vaughn and Royce Vaughn

Mirta Vazquez

Sanjuanita Vela, CPA

George Vela, Jr. and Ammie Carr-Vela

Norma Vela and Fidencio Vela

Jenny Vela

Sandra Velazquez-Mendoza

Dr. Nancy Vera

Ashlie Vicente

Claire Vida

Jose Villarreal, Jr.

Dr. Javier Villarreal, Ph.D. and Leticia 
Villarreal

Elsa Villarreal
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Michael Villarreal

Rosalinda Villarreal

Victoria Villarreal

Visit Corpus Christi

Betty Voss

W
Tim Wadlington

Dr. Daniel Wagner and Alisa Wagner

Russell Wagner and Kelsey Wagner

Dr. Abu Waheeduzzaman

Kourtney Walker and Robert Walker

Callie Walker

Patricia Walker

Benjamin Wallace and Patricia Wallace

James Waller and Dale Waller

Walmart

Joan Wanek and Timothy Wanek, DDS

Dr. Hongjie Wang

Juillet Ward

Dr. B.N. Watkins and Mary Alice Watkins

Earl Watkins and Gretchen Watkins

Weatherford Chicken Express

Brian Webb and Melissa Webb

Jane Webb and Charles Webb, Jr.

Thomas Weber and Cynthia Weber

Stella Weidner

H.C. Weil

Brittney Weise

Bruce Welborn

Wendell Welch and Nora Welch

William Welder and Anne Welder

Joseph Wendt

Christine Wenske

Katherine West M.S. and Ralph West

West Bank Management

Jaquelyn Westbrook

Westside Business Association

Dr. Michael Wetz

Whataburger Restaurants

Brandon Wheeler

Kim White and Greg White

Linda White and Jack White

Roxanne White

Travis White

Robert Whitfield

Joan Whitmire

William Whitworth

Norman Wilcox and Joyce Wilcox

Reverend Dr. Rachel Wilken and Jim 
Wilken

Ashley Wilkins

George Wilkinson and Ellen Wilkinson

Bette Williams, CPA and Lewie Barber

Captain Cristina Williams and Major Dion 
Williams

Andre'lyn Williams

Clarissa Williams

Deidre Williams

Jodi Williams

Kaitlyn Williams

Michael Williamson

Tiffany Willis

Daniel Willliams

Ted Willoughby and Katherine 
Willoughby

Carol Wilson

Alan Wilson and Catrina Wilson

Cheryl Wilson and Luther Wilson, Sr.

Colonel Julia Wilson

Tommy Wimberly and Gay Wimberly

Patricia Wimberly

Melissa Windle

Wings N' More

Michael Winkler and Kerry Winkler

Katherine Winston and Sam Winston

Joseph Wise, Jr. and Conni Wise

Allen Witherell and Courtney Witherell

WJJG, LLC

Women of Messiah

Newman Wong

Michael Wood and Liza Wood

Ronald Woods and Loyce Woods

Jessica Woods

Lee Woods

Holly Woodward

Teresa Wray and John Wray

Jacqueline Wright and James Wright

Amanda Wright

Lieutenant General Larry Wyche and 
Denise Wyche

Michael Yankee and Marilynn Yankee

Christina Ybarra

Dr. Chunlai Ye

Phillip Yeich

YETI Coolers LLC

Dr. David Yoskowitz and Carolyn Walker

XYZ
Dr. Lari Young

Eddie Youngblood

David Zacher and Lori Zacher

Charles Zahn

Kristen Zaleski

Mike Zambrano and Elsa Zambrano

Tommy Zavisch and Cathy Zavisch

Dr. Rabih Zeidan

Arthur Zeitler, P.C. and Carol Zeitler

Chris Zettlemoyer

Dr. Daqun Zhang

Dr. Qiuhong Zhao

Jianjun Zhu and Liying Tan

Dr. Beate Zimmer
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The Annual Report recognizes gifts from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022. Every effort has been made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. If, however, an error has been made, please accept our most sincere apologies and notify  

Sarina Garcia at Sarina.Garcia@tamucc.edu and we will correct our records. Thank you.

6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412


